


Most Old School Alumni in the USA trawl their
wealthier members for donations of cash. My personal
belief is that this puts a high demand on a very few
people, when almost all members have something they
could offer... Knowledge. A few of our Old Maid
members have kindly pledged a number of hours of
their professional time, to provide advice and services
to the school, which would otherwise have to be paid
for. Some business managers, not just business
owners, have volunteered to come into school and
provide 'Real life' scenarios for the Business Studies
classes.... from setting up a business, to Project and
Programme Management, which the pupils can work
with, research and provide their own Business Plans
or Project documentation, which can then be assessed
in a return visit, against not just the real thing, but the
real outcome.

If you have a skill, whether Technical, Business or
trade, and you are willing to donate some of your time
to pass on that knowledge to the next generation, or
even to provide limited free labour or services for a
repair or construction project, then please e-mail
Julian Pearson at oldmaid@julianprojects.co.uk
so that he can put together a prospective opportunity
list to go to the school.

River Cruise

There has been no River Cruise this year as no viable
suitable cruise could be found. The Committee will
continue to monitor possibilities in case there is a
change in the availability and cost of cruises.

Annual Dinrer - Friday 31* March 2006

There appeared to be general agreement by those
attending last year’s Dinner that the venue,

Maidenhead Golf Club, had been a major factor
contributing to its success. Next year’s Dinner will

therefore also be held at the Golf Club, even though

the Club has substantially increased its charges. The
ticket cost will therefore increase from £19.50 to

£22.50. Members are assured of a high quality meal,
in very comfortable surroundings and an excellent bar.
We hope that you will make a special effort to attend
and that you will contact your friends to make up a
party for the Dinner. The application form is on page
16.

Wilfred Upson Prize - 2005

This prize is awarded to the Old Maidonian who has
brought most repute to the School during the year. We
congratulate Squadron Leader R (Dicky) Patounas
(1981/88) on being awarded the prize this year. He led
the world-renowned RAF Red Arrows team with
distinction during the past year and his appointment in
that role will continue during the coming year. He

will, unfortunately, not be able to attend the 2006
Annual Dinner to be presented with the prize, as the
Red Arrows will be doing three displays onthat day.
Rugby Matchv School and Christmas Get
Together — Thursday 15™ December 2005

The Rugby match will take place at the School,
starting at 2 pm. The reunion will take place at
Maidenhead Rugby Club from 7 pm, with a two-
course meal being served at 8 pm. After the meal
members of the PE staff will make presentations to
individuals in the School team, reflecting the
contribution they have made to the team during the
season. The cost of the meal will be £7.

The reunion is intended to provide an excellent
opportunity for those who have left the School in
recent years to get together during the Christmas
break. Those interested in playing in the match and/or
taking part in the reunion are asked to telephone Mrs
Angie Plumer at the School (01628 634505).

School War Memorial Board

This board commemorates the names of those
members of the armed forces who died in the two

World Wars, 4 in WW1 and 28 in WW2. We are now
aware that there are at least four names missing from
the board. As a result of the researches of a grandniece
we now know that three of the four Scott brothers who
attended Maidenhead Modern School, which became

Maidenhead County Boys School in 1908, all died in
WW1. The family lived in Kings Grove, Maidenhead.
The three who were killed are:-

Henry James Scott, Sgt, the London Regiment (Prince
of Wales' Own Civil Service Rifles), died of wounds
after being hit by a grenade, in January 1916, aged 27.
He is buried in the Communal Cemetery, Noeux-les-
Mines,France. On leaving school he had gone to
London University and had then joined the Civil
Service. He had been a member of Maidenhead
Football Club and the Norfolkians.

Alfred Keith Scott DCM, RSM Cameron Highlanders.
He had been awarded the Distinguished Conduct
Medal in the King’s Birthday Honours for bravery in
the field. He was killed by a shell in October 1916,
aged 25. At the time of his promotion to Regimental
Sergeant Major he was believed to be the youngest
soldier in the British Army to hold the rank. He is
buried in Adanac Military Cemetery, Miraumont,
France. Prior to enlisting he was in the Chief
Accountants Office, Paddington Station.

Douglas John Scott, Sgt, the London Regiment
(London Scottish) in April 1918. He was a member of
the Maidenhead Football Club Committee and was
Deputy Captain of the Reserves for some years. He
was killed in action with the Egyptian Expeditionary
Force and is buriedin Jerusalem War Cemetery.



The Maidenhead Modern School started in 1894 but
existing admission records start from 1901. However
the obituaries of the above in The Maidenhead
Advertiser refer to them having been educated at the
school.

In addition to the above, Rupert Ernest Neve
(1903/09), serving as a Lieutenant in the Royal Flying
Corps, died 26" January 1918. He is buried in
Maidenhead Cemetery.

The names will be added to the Memorial Board.

OMA Website

The Committee is anxious to establish a website,
linked to that of the School and will do so as soon as
the necessary expertise is acquired.

Cecil Frederick Gleed (1925/2004)

Cecil Gleed ('Len")(1937/41) joined

the RAF in 1943 and volunteered for

air crew in Bomber Command, where
he became a rear gunner and was renamed 'Len’ by his
crew mates. By misstating his age he joined the RAF
underage and “celebrated’ his 18" birthday on a flying
mission over Germany. He flew dozens of operational
missions throughout the remainder of the war and
survived being shot down over Belgium and a near-
fatal crash-landing back in the UK. After the war, he
worked for a number of companies including Massey-
Ferguson (designing tractor shovels), Waterer's

and Gough Cooper, a house building company, (as a
regional manager).

A knee injury curtailed his football career, so he
became a referee and worked his way up to Football
League level before retirement. He was an active
member of the Scout movement and became a
Commissioner in Berkshire. He was a keen fisherman
and in his latter years he was Secretary and Captain of
the Twyford Bowls Club and represented Berkshire.
He was a keensupporter of blind bowlers. It was
during a game of his beloved bowls that he suffered a
massive heart attack and died on 3rd July 2004. A
much-loved family man who will be sorely missed,
Cecil is survived by his wife, Eileen, two sons,
Stephen (see News of Old Maidonians) and Gary, and
daughter, Lesley.

Derek Maidment (1946/2005)
Derek Maidment (1957/1963) died shortly after
moving to France earlier this year. We are grateful to
Graham Powell (1958/65) (see News of Old
Maidonians) for providing the following tribute:

It is with deep regret that | heard of the death of Derek
Maidment who was a pupil at Maidenhead Grammar
School from 1957 until 1963. Derek was my next-door
neighbour in Maidenhead and a great friend. We spent
many hours outside of school together and | remember
many evenings spent playing snooker in the hall above
Burton's in the High Street as it was then. Derek was
a big lad and was always there to protect me,
particularly at the beginning of my school days.
Although, as | moved to Austria, we began to loose
touch, it was Derek who wrote at Christmas and
always included a letter of the past year’s activities.
Derek had a great wit and this always came through in
his letters.

In his late 50's, Derek began to suffer from heart

problems and decided to do what he always wanted to
do - retire early and move to France. He and his wife
bought a property in south Brittany and moved there at
the beginning of 2005. Sadly the pleasure of retirement
was only short-lived and Derek died of a heart-attack
shortly afterwards. Derek is survived by his wife
Pauline, his daughter Jo and his son David. Our
deepest sympathy goes to his family. Although they
only moved to France at the beginning of the year,
Pauline has decided to on at stay in the house they
bought.
Derek was apprenticed in the building trade and
afterwards became a warehouseman. He married
Pauline Holroyd in 1972. In 1982 they moved to
Whitbourne, a village in Worcestershire.  Derek
became a founder member of the village cricket team
and created the pitch from a farmer’s field. He was a
player and groundsmanuntil the team lost its ground in
2001. He played table tennis for the local town of
Bromyard, rode a motorcycle to work until he retired
and had a vast stamp collection.

Pauline would be pleased to hear from anybody who
knew them.

John Merritt (1930/2005)
John Merritt (member of staff 1959/89) died in May
2005. His funeral was attended by a number of
members of staff, past and present, and by
representatives of the Old Maidonians and the School
Governors. He He was a voracious book reader and
and keen stamp collector.

David Evans, in his history of the School, ‘One
Hundred Not Out’, described john in the following
words: Mr Merritt was a strong supporter of the old
academic virtues of hard work, individual research
and a methodical approach to problems, all of which
he skilfully adapted to any new schemes like Nuffield
Science. He took great pride in the achievements of
his pupils and was very supportive of his departmental
colleagues. Mr Merritt was very much a member of
‘the old school” and the values which he represented



were respected by the thousands of pupils who passed
through his hands.’

Charlie George Wilkinson 1984/2005
It is with much regret that we
report the tragic death of
Charlie Wilkinson (1995/2002),
just before his 21° birthday in
February 2005. He died at
Lincoln University, where he
was reading History, having
recently returned from an /
enjoyable skiing trip with BE=
friends and family. He was an expert skier, and had
taken part in a number of school ski trips. Charlie was
6’3” and a larger-than-life character. His principal
interests were soccer, cricket and poplar music.

Chris Nunn (1966/73), Assistant Headteacher at
Desborough has written as follows:- Charlie loved
skiing and both students and staff have fond memories
of him from the school trips that he enjoyed so much.
Anybody who knew Charlie will recall his easy-going
personality and his pleasant and friendly nature that
made him so popular with everyone he met. His love
of football and Arsenal in particular, was shared by
many. It was a great shock to the ‘Desborough family’
to hear the tragic news. The amazing support the
family received at his funeral (over 400 attended the
service at Holy Trinity Church, Cookham) was very
much appreciated and his old Desborough friends
were well represented at the service.  We will
remember Charlie with great affection.

Charlie’s football coach at Lincoln paid the
following tribute to Charlie in the University
magazine:- If when you think of Charlie you do not
think of something that does not make you smile then it
is probably because you did not know Charlie. He was
one of those people who you were always happy to see
around the campus and you would always hope to
bump into on a night out. He was a big likeable lump
of a kid who flitted among us in an ample frame of a
20 year old from Maidenhead. Possessing a child-like
innocence that would often earn him stick from his
closest friends, Charlie always endeavoured to please
those around him and perhaps will never have
understood just how much joy he brought to the lives
of others.

One of Charlie’s main passions was his football,
particularly his beloved Arsenal and throughout his all
too brief time in Lincoln he was a committed and
integral part of the University’s 4™ team. The 4ths
have been built around a core of spirit and enjoyment,
all of which were encapsulated best in Charlie. It isin
true endearment to Charlie’s character and outlook in
life that his passing will have a bearing on so many
other lives. All who knew Charlie and were close to

him have lost a very close friend and as for those who
did not know him, they have lost a friend they were yet
to make.

Charlie joined Maidenhead Boys Football Club at the
age of 8 and stayed with them until graduatingto 5 a-
side football. Given Charlie’s lifelong support for
Arsenal it is perhaps not surprising that his favourite
book and film was ‘Fever Pitch’ by fellow Old
Maidonian Nick Hormby (1968/75). Charlie had
made the same journey to Highbury many times and
the Arsenal v Norwich match programme on 3™ April
carried a special tribute to him.

During his gap year Charlie did a stint in the wine
department at Waitrose, Maidenhead, before going to
Legoland where he became a team leader.. Charlie’s
interest in History had been inspired by his History
teacher, Mr Jonathan Standen, and he planned to
become a history teacher.

We extend our condolences to Charlie’s parents and
to his sister, Camilla, an ex-Newlands pupil.

Golf

32" Annual Match v School — 4™ April 2005

The School reversed last year’s result and won this
match by 5.5 to 3.5. The OMA team was Mike Clyde
(1955/61), Colin Cutler (1936/43), Grahame Fisher
(1952/59), Terry Gower (1955/60), Roger Keys
(1974/77), Mark Salmon (1973/80), Nick Scrutton
(2000/03), Nick Snell (1974/79), Roy Squire
(1945/50).

31% Competition for the Brooks Cup — 25" July 2005
For the past 2 years the Cup had been won by
members of the School, Adam Short in 2003 and his
brother, Sam, in 2004. From a field of 18 players, the
winner this year was Old Maidonian Mark Salmon
(1973/80).

The leading results were:
Handicap Points

Winner Mark Salmon 11 37
Runner-up Geoff Ponter 18 34
3" Nick Scrutton 2 34
4" Roy Squire 14 33
5 Grahame Fisher 18 32
6" Sam Short 16 31
7" Michael Jones 7 31

Nearest to pin on 10" green Michael Jones
Nearest to pin on 16" green Alan Harding
Longest drive on 18" Michael Jones

Fixtures for 2006
Match v School - Monday 3 April



Competition for the Brooks Cup — Wednesday 26"
July (a change from Monday as the School term ends

on Tuesday 25" July)

Both events will take place at Maidenhead Golf Club.
If you are interested in taking part in these matches
please contact Colin Cutler (01628 629130); e-mail
colinarcutler@aol.com

Phil Clark (member of staff, former Head of
Maths; currently Systems Manager) was married in
March to Ratchada Khamsaen at the Maidenhead
Register Office. The reception was held at the Thai

¥

Restaurant, Market Street, Maidenhead.The
honeymoon was spent inthe Lake District. Ratchada
(known as Nida) comes from Uttaradit, a provincial
city in a farming area about 300 miles north of
Bangkok. The couple first met in the summer of 2003
and Ratchada first came to the UK in August last year.
Best man was Chris Nunn (1967/73). Other current
and former members of Staff present were Chris
Duggan, Marcus Gale, Wayne Stewart and John
Tucker.  Phil and Nida live in Maidenhead.

The School has had the unusual experience of having
had three Headteachers this year. The impending
departure of David Eyre (1963/70) was reported in
our last issue. He left the School at Easter after nine
years as Head to take up the Headship of Brighton Hill
Community School in Basingstoke. The acting Head
during the Summer term was Deputy Headteacher
Steve Reed. In September Andrew Linnell, formerly
Headteacher of Reading School, took over the

Headship of Desborough. We wish him every success
in his new role and look forward to working closely
with him. Below is a photograph of the three
Desborough Heads in 2005, with acknowledgement to
The Maidenhead Advertiser.

Andrew Linnell, David Eyre, Steve Reed
Andrew J Linrell BSc (Hons) ACP FCollP CGeog FRGS

Andrew was educated at Wolstanton Grammar School,
Staffordshire and gained a BSc (Hons) in Geography at
the University of Salford. He took his PGCE at the
University of Keele, Staffordshire. He taught at
Howard School, Gillingham, Kent before joining the
Kent Local Education Authority which he served for 6
years in a number of management and consultancy
roles. He was then appointed Deputy Head Teacher of
Sir  Joseph  Williamson’s Mathematical School,
Rochester, Kent, a boys’ selective voluntary controlled
school with 1000 pupils including a sixth form of 250
pupils.  After 4 years in this post, Andrew was
appointed Head Teacher of Reading School in 1997.
Reading is one of the most successful boys’ selective
schools in the country: at the last OFSTED inspection
it was described as an ‘outstanding’ school. This year
it gained Specialist Humanities Status and was made
one ofthe 35 Microsoft Partner Schools.

Andrew has been involved in the training of Head
Teachers and governors and has been a keynote
speaker at national education conferences. Andrew is
married, with a son and a daughter. He keeps fit by
jogging regularly, swimming and cycling.

We have pleasure in publishing the following message
to Old Maidonians from Andrew and welcome his
sentiments.

I have been invited to write some comments to
introduce myself to your members. | am really pleased
to have this opportunity to start my relationship with
you. | know how important it is for you to feel that you
have contact with and support from the head teacher. |
am looking forward to working with you for the good
of Desborough School. You are important part of the
wider school community, although | shall not refer to



you as “‘stakeholders™ which to me sounds a term
more suited to butchery!

I have been associated with schools with strong Old
Boys’ Associations for many years. | was the Head
Teacher of Reading School from 1997 until this
summer. The Old Boys’ Association grew very much
stronger in my time there and gave the School
enormous support, both financial and otherwise. There
were many familiar problems, for example how to
recruit students who have just left school or keep the
interest of the ““thirty somethings” with young families,
but we had great fun with various projects to give the
organisation new zest and direction.

I was attracted to Desborough School because of its
reputation in Berkshire. 1 like the fact there is a
uniform for all students, a wide range of extra
curricular activities, as well as good teaching and
learning. Since my arrival in the summer | have come
to enjoy the ethos and camaraderie of the School and
the friendly and supportive way in which the school
community conducts itself. 1 have been made to feel
very welcome. | did appreciate that having a new
head teacher who has been in a previous headship for
eight years might make some people feel | could be set
in my ways, but in reality everyone has made me feel
quickly at home. | am sure that we shall have the same
sense of purposefulness and fun as we develop our
working relationship.

| have been a teacher since 1978 and taught and
worked in a number of different educational settings
and roles. | feel that teaching is a most rewarding
profession. | enjoy each day of the job, because of its
variety, challenge and rewards. Teachers are
developing those who are our futures and the staff of
the School and its former students have a role to
support and develop the School for its current and
future students. What could be a greater privilege
than that?

The Term (renamed very creatively Terms 1 & 2
instead of the Autumn Term!) has started with a new
purpose and resolve. The renovations of the Main
Building have really enhanced the property and the
terrible temporary accommodation on the play areas

has been eventually swept away. My arrival has
coincided with the improved school environment and

many members of staff and the student body have
commented on this symbolic turning over of a new leaf
in the School’s history.

I am particularly happy that two of my colleagues on
the School’s Leadership Group, Chris Nunn and
Mark Turner, are former students of Deshorough
School. | am grateful for their explanations about the
school’s history, context and more arcane aspects. |
also have some friends, even though I grew up far from
Berkshire, who are former students too. They are
proud of their Old School and | am beginning to see
why. | am looking forward to meeting members in the
near future and also to writing regularly in your
magazine.

Andrew Linnrell - Headteacher

Renovation of the Main Building

During the 2 years while the Main Building was being
renovated, 10 temporary buildings were in use for
teaching area and for staff accommodation. With the
completion of the refurbishment all the temporary
buildings have been removed. Also removed were the
plastic sheeting festooning the Main Building and the
security fencing, to reveal a building of much
enhanced appearance.

The £2 million renovation of the Main Building has
involved the replacement of all the wooden windows
with UPVC windows and all the guttering has
replaced. An extension has been added to the rear side
of the building, which now has a ramped access.
Inside, the building has been completely modernised,
refurbished and carpeted to a high standard, giving a
quieter and softer environment. The former main
entrance, facing the New Building, now gives access
to the Learning Support Centre only. The Learning
Resource Centre remains in its former place but the
carpeting and décor have added much to its pleasant
atmosphere, conducive to quiet study.

Below are photographs of the exterior, revealing
the pristine appearance of the building, in welcome
contrast to the state of the building pictured in our
previous issue.

Rear

Admin Building

Retirement of Richard Woolmer

After 35 years of teaching,
Richard has now retired.
He came to Desborough as
Head of History in1981,
following the retirement of
Ray Wilmott, and held

the appointment for the




following 10 years. He was appointed Senior Teacher
and later Deputy Headteacher. Among the roles he
carried out were Head of Sixth Form, administering
teacher cover, training of new staff and providing
support to staff generally. He was involved in the
organisation of a number of extra-curricular activities
as well as overseas history and sports tours. For a
number of years he worked closely with Reading
University PGCE Department with the training of
people wanting to enter the teaching profession.
Richard graduated from St Peter’s College, Oxford
and took his PGCE at Bristol. After teaching for a
year in Pakistan as voluntary service overseas, Richard
taught at Watford Grammar School for Boys for 10
years where he was second in the History Department
and Head of Middle School.

He is a keen sportsman, playing hockey for
Maidenhead and cricket for Holyport and for staff
teams. At golf he now has a handicap of 14 and has
taken part in a number of the OMA v School matches
as well as competing in the Brooks Trophy.

In retirement Richard has taken up the study of
Spanish and Italian. We wish him and his wife Annie
along and happy retirement.

Junior Presentation 13" July 2005

The guest speaker was David Eyre (1963/70) who had
stood down as Head Teacher at the end of the previous
term. He expressed his pride in the School and in the
achievements of the pupils.

Speech Day— 11" November 2005

In his Head Teacher’s report, Andrew Linnell was
pleased to announce that Deshorough had recently
been given International School status. The guest
speaker was Sir Pritpal Singh, Head Teacher at
Drayton Manor School, whose children had attended
Desborough. Addressing the prize winners and sixth
form pupils he stressed the value of self-discipline and
integrity.

Christmas Carol Service 2005

This event will be held, as usual at St Luke’s Church,
Maidenhead, on Wednesday 14" December, starting at
7pm. Old Maidonians are welcome.

In the previous two issues we have been pleased to
publish recollections of their school days by Eric
Harris covering the 1920s, John Barfoot covering the
late 1930s and the early years of the World War 2, and
Derek Peasey covering the mid 1940s. We are
grateful to Les Lawrie (1933/36) for the following
article covering the mid 1930s and his experiences
with the Old Maidonians Association.

The School in the mid 1930s

In 1933 entry into the School was either as a fee-
paying pupil or by scholarship, of which there were 12
places for the whole of the local schools. 1 sat this and
to my bitter disappointment came 13". I was
interviewed by the then Headmaster, Mr Arthur
Brooks, and he offered to allow me to retake the exam
the following year if | became a paying pupil for the
next 12 months. My father agreed and | retook the
exam the following year — and came 21%. | desperately
wanted to stay at the County Boys School, so with
considerable self-sacrifice, my father agreed to pay for
my remaining education, for which I am eternally
grateful.

Tutors at the School | fondly remember, with
nicknames, were ‘Sugar’ Stead (Physics), ‘Git” Targett
(History), ‘Gus’ Dean Maths), ‘Dickie’ Richards
(English), Peter Wrench (Latin — this subject being my
pet hate), Nick Nicholls (Chemistry), ‘Nozzle’ Norman
(French), and Sgt Glass (Cadet Corps, PT and
Handwriting). Frank ‘Hambone’ Hammersley (Music)
was a formidable full-back in the staff football team,
and never hesitated to use his weight. | still have the
bruises. Mr Nicholls was absolutely deadly with a
piece of chalk which he threw at anyone not paying
attention (not permitted now, I’'m sure), while the
redoubtable Sgt Glass’ handwriting was almost
copper-plate.

In those days, a feature of punishment for
misbehaviour was the award of a ‘Drill” which could
be meted out by masters or by senior prefects. These
were accumulated over the week over the week and
consisted of assembling on the parade ground and
marching for 15 minutes per drill. If you were unlucky
enough to get Sgt Glass taking Drills, your drill time
didn’t start until you marched to his satisfaction.
Persistent non-satisfaction resulted in the collection of
a rifle and sometimes two, one on each shoulder, and
believe me they get heavy, especially if he commanded
‘Double’.

My introduction to the OIld Maidonians’
Association was playing snooker in the aftemoon in
the clubroom over the Edwards Tent Works in Station
Approach - long gone. Then there was football at the
Sandisplatt Road on the largest pitch in the League.
Here it was all hands to the shovels before the game to
clear the cow pats off the pitch and hope that no cows
had become entangled in the goal nets during the past
week. Players who come to mind are Cyril Burdett,
Bev Mansbridge, Norman Brown, Ken Lewis and Dick

lisley.
But cricket has always been my first love and
memories of the Julian Cup remain firm. It is

amazing how little incidents are remembered. One in
particular was a semi-final v Woburn Narkovians at
Bray. Dick Wood and myself opened the batting and
retired under Julian Rule after 12 overs, having put on
some 80 runs. There was generous applause from the
spectators, and as we neared the pavilion Dick and |






